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Public Safety Commission Meeting 
August 24, 2017, 10:00 a.m. 
6100 Guadalupe, Building E 

Austin, TX  78752 
 

Summary 
(This report represents a summary of events of the meeting, 

 and is not necessarily complete nor an exact transcript of testimony.) 
 
 
The Public Safety Commission convened as posted to consider and take formal action, if 
necessary, on the following agenda items: 
 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
10:01 am – Chairman Steven Mach called the meeting to order. In attendance: Chairman Steve Mach, 
Commissioners Cindy Leon, and Jason Pulliam. A quorum was present. Also present were, Director Steve 
McCraw, Deputy Director David Baker, Deputy Director Robert “Duke” Bodisch, and General Counsel Phil 
Adkins.  

 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by Commissioner Leon and seconded by Commissioner Watson to approve the 
minutes from the June 15, 2017 PSC Meeting.  Motion carried. 
 

III. PRESENTATIONS 

Director Steve McCraw – Made the following presentations for Service Awards: 
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30 YEAR SERVICE AWARDS 
 

        
 
Eduardo “Eddie” Aguilar, CID, Austin HQ Tanis Federwisch, THP, Region 6 
 

       
Eduardo “Eddie” Jimeniz, CID Region 3  Philip Kemp, Texas Ranger Div., Region 4  
 

        
Oscar Martinez, THP, Region 6   Dwight Mathis, THP, Austin HQ  
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Christopher Ray, THP, Region 5   Chris Tibbitts, CID, Region 2    
  

        
Stanley Waters, THP, Region 5   Doug Wood, CID, Region 1   
 

                
Sherrie Zgabay, Administration, Austin HQ DPS Class of 87 
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35 YEAR SERVICE AWARD 
 

        
Mike Ashley, THP, Region 2   Josephine Bartz, Finance Div., Austin HQ  
  
 

       
Israel Camacho, Sr., THP, Region 6  Arthur Miller, Texas Rangers, Austin HQ   
 

       
Thomas Nipper, THP, Region 6   Robert “Bobby” Seaton, THP, Region 6   
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Bob Sims, THP, Region 5 
 
 
40 YEAR SERVICE AWARD 
 

        
Richard Brown, CID, Region 1   Duane Burrell, THP, Region 2 
 

        
Kim Drummond, THP, Region 1   Eileen Newstrom, Information Tech., Austin  
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Willie Thomas, THP, Region 1   Bobby Ray Winslow, THP, Region 5 
 

 
DPS Class of A-77 

“The #1 toughest class ever”, Director Steve McCraw…Class A-77 
 
 
 

 
Eric Ochoa – THP, Region 3 
Life Saving Award 
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 Robert Cameron – CID, Austin HQ 
Life Saving Award 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Lynn Mays – THP, Region 5 
Life Saving Award 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Damon Allen – THP, Region 6 
Life Saving Award 

 
Barbara Sullivan 
Director’s Award 
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Eric Molina – Burnet County Sheriff’s Office             Gilbert Jordan – TxDOT 
  Director’s Award               Director’s Award 
 
 
 
 
 
 
UNIT CITATIONS 
 

        
Office of Government Relations    Media and Communications 
 Amy Clay       Katherine Cesinger 
 Joanne Hamann      Christopher Gere 
 Pamela Harden      Aidee Trottier 
 Blair Walsh       Tom Vinger 
 Cari Weeks 
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TEXAS DPS FOUNDATION ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIPS 
 
The TDF awarded 10 $5,000 scholarships to: 
 
Malcolm White 
Briana DeAnda 
Jacob Donelon 
Gabriella Gonzalez 
Elise Bond 

Timothy Carodine 
John Garcia 
Katie Scoggins 
Haley Brazil 
Alexis McKinney 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT 

(Members of the public wishing to address the Commission are subject to a time limit of 
5 minutes and must complete a Public Comment Registration Card located at the entry. 
Should a member of the public bring an item to the Commission for which the subject 
was not posted on the agenda of the meeting, state law provides that the Commission 
may receive the information but cannot act upon it at the meeting. The Commission 
may direct staff to contact the requestor or request that the issue be placed on a future 
agenda for discussion.) 

Catherine Nichols – Texas Criminal Justice 
Coalition, Candice Champion – Texas Criminal 
Rights Project, and Ms. Mitchel – (didn’t get 
organization represented) - we are advocating 
for a clearer line delegating when an arrest is 
warranted for traffic violations. They pointed out 
that their reviews in Harris and Travis Counties 
showed that about 11% of traffic violations 
resulted in booking into county jails.  We don’t 
have it broken down by which LE agencies are 
most responsible for these arrests.  These 
arrests are the source of a great deal of stress 
and trouble for the drivers, who’s only offense 
is often the single traffic violation only. 
 

 
Chairman Mach asked a few questions which were responded to as best that they could. 
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Emily Griff – Texas Criminal Rights Project, also here 
to speak regarding these traffic violation arrests.  We 
have estimated the costs to these arrested violators 
to be in excess of $9 million, plus the cost to the 
county of the booking costs, mental health 
evaluations, court costs.  Also, Christina Brown spoke 
regarding the same topic.  Scott Henson, Policy 
Director (Unknown organization) stated that it is an 
honor to be at this meeting and hearing all of the 
honors awarded to exemplary troopers.  We are not 
here to cast blame on this agency, but hoping to raise 
awareness of this very serious problem of arrests for 
traffic violations that seems to be a punishment in 
excess of the violations. My organization is very bi-
partisan and only interested in criminal justice reform 
to improve processes.  We feel strongly that this is a serious issue that warrants more scrutiny and 
dialogue. 
 
Jason Vaughn – Texas Young Republicans – I here to support their petition to review and revise policy 
to reduce arrests for traffic violations.  Even if the incarceration is for a brief period of time, we need to 
look long and hard at taking away someone’s liberty and freedom. 
 
 
Harvey Jenkins – we have a public safety concern in San Marcos.  We have an over-abundance of law 
enforcement officers in San Marcos.  We have both the San Marcos Police Department, and the Texas 
State University Police, and I’m wondering what the jurisdictional boundaries are of these law 
enforcement agencies.  I have been pulled over twice by the campus police outside of the campus area, 
and have been treated with arrogance. 
 
Counsel Phil Adkins informed Mr. Jenkins that this is not an issue germane to DPS and we cannot 
comment on local law enforcement jurisdiction.  Chairman Mach said that if a DPS officer had been 
discourteous to someone, we would want to hear about it, but this issue is beyond our purview. 
 
 
Raul Camacho – spoke of a recently passed law that addresses online learning, and was concerned 
about what the rules will be.  Commissioner Mach stated that the PSC Commission would ask the DPS 
Regulatory Services to look into this. 
 
 
 

V. DIRECTORS REPORT 
Director Steve McCraw reported that 2 years and 2 months ago, DPS was tasked to stem the tide of 
criminal cartel and trans-national gang activity in our border region. We also received legislative funding 
in 2015 to hire and train 250 additional full time employees specifically to cover the border area.  The 
last of those 250 new troopers are finishing up their Field Training and are ready to assume their duties 
at the border. Today, Director McCraw said that as of September 1, 2017, we will no longer have to 
deploy troops from across the state to the border!  Chairman Mach said that is great news indeed! 
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Director McCraw said that his upper commissioned leadership staff (including Regional Directors) will 
also have a uniform which will be worn in certain appropriate situations including ride-alongs, and some 
celebrations. 
 
 

A. Case Update: Project 287 – Region 5, Trend Analysis 
 
Rachael Hutchings and Trooper Chad 
Harden – Wichita Falls, discussed the rise 
in marijuana seizures entering Texas 
mostly from California since the passing of 
legalization laws in that state.  We also see 
marijuana coming in from northern 
California.  Texas is the primary state of 
residence of the of the vehicles involved, 
followed by California and then Florida. We 
have increased our awareness of this 
activity along the Hwy 287 corridor, and 
our patrolling of these trafficking corridors.  
Many of the passenger cars being used 
are rental vehicles, often because the 
smuggler will fly to Colorado and rent the 
car one way back to their home state.  
They may also be avoiding the costly 
seizure of the vehicle, since rental cars are 
not subject to the seizure laws.  The most 
common age group involved, by far, is the 
20-29 year olds.  We are relatively new in 
this corridor in looking for this type of 
activity, but we are improving our skills in 
spotting this and will continue to be diligent 
in our enforcement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B. Case Update: Clone Finder – Stolen Vehicle 
Project 

Special Agents Aaron Grigsby and Mike ___? – Reported on 
new technology being used to identify stolen vehicles, 
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specifically vehicles that have been cloned.  Cloning vehicles involves buying salvaged or auctioned 
vehicles, and then stealing a vehicle of the same make and model in good shape and switching the 
plates and VIN numbers. 
 
 
 
 
Software called CloneFinder can evaluate a great deal of vehicle information and flag those that are 
suspicious. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Director McCraw wanted to point out that there are white powdery substances out there that are 10 
times more potent that heroin.  I point this out to inform you of the dangers are troopers are facing in the 
field.  These substances can become airborne and breathed in, or ingested in other ways when they are 
handled. 
 
Also, another danger that we are facing are an increased number of protests that we are covering.  
These often pop up with short notice or their schedules will change without notice.  While most are 
peaceful, they can, and do, often turn violent our difficult to control.    
 
 
 

VI. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Report, discussion, and possible action regarding Executive Management Titles 
Director Steve McCraw – Changing some titles within our organizational chart.  Director McCraw asked 
the commission for approval to change the Regional Commander title to Regional Director.  He also 
asked to change the Assistant Director titles to be Director of (insert division name here), such as 
Director of Highway Patrol, Director of Criminal Investigation Division, Director of Administration, 
Director of Driver License Division, Director of Texas Rangers, etc. After some discussion and more 
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than a little confusion as to how these changes will affect the DAD titles (which I believe are now ADD), 
etc., a motion was made and seconded to approve the Director’s recommended title changes. The 
motion carried…with still some confusion for the remainder of the PSC meeting. 
 
Director also asked the Commission to approve the following promotions: 
 
 Chance Collins – Assistant Division Director – Texas Rangers 
 Orlando Alanis - Regional Director – Region 4 
 Tony Rodriguez – Assistant Division Director – Driver License Division 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Leon, and seconded by Commissioner Pulliam. Motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
B. Report and Invitation to DPS Museum 

Day 
Counsel Duncan Fox – DPS Museum President, and 
Barbara Hinesley, VP of the DPS Museum are here to 
announce this year’s DPS Museum Day. This year’s 
Museum day is scheduled for Sunday, September 17, 
2017 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. We feel like last year’s 
DPS Museum Day was a great success and stood up 
well compared to much larger museums with many 
more resources. 
 
 

 
 
 

C. Report and discussion on Sunset Review 
Division Director Amanda Arriaga and Catherine 
Melvin – DPS is up for Sunset Review.  During the 
Sunset process, we are allowed to have an opinion on 
things (unlike during the legislative session where we 
can only provide information).  They outlined the 
process of sunset review, and discussed the progress 
made on the 2009 Sunset Review recommendations.  
We will be doing a great deal of interviews and we are 
in the final review process by the Director and Deputy 
Directors.  We have a deadline by next Friday.  Once 
we have a final document, it will be posted on our 
website and the Sunset Commission’s website. 
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D. Report, discussion, and possible action on the Fiscal Year 2018 Internal Operating 

Budget 
Assistant Director and CFO Susy Whittington – Gave 
a brief overview of FY16 expenditures, of FY17 
projected expenditures, and proposed FY18 Internal 
Operating Budget, which is a $1.25 billion dollar 
budget. The budget is made up of 73.5% General 
Revenue, 18.5% Federal Funds, 6.75% Other Funds, 
and <1% General Revenue Dedicated. 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Leon to 
approve the 2018 Internal Operating Budget, and 
seconded by Commissioner Pulliam.  The motion 

carried. 
 

E. Report, discussion, and possible action regarding the proposed FY 2018 CAO 
Audit Strategy 

Assistant Director Catherine Melvin – laid out the Departments Internal Audit Strategy. 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Leon to approve, and seconded by Commissioner Pulliam.  
The motion carried. 

F. Report, discussion, and possible action on the following rule proposals for 
publication to receive public comment: 
1. Amendments to 37 TAC Section 15.61, concerning Third Party Skills Testing 

1. Amendments to 37 TAC Section 15.142, concerning Agreement to Monitor 
Certain Records and Purchase Driver Record Information 

2. Amendments to 37 TAC Section 23.41 and Section 23.42, concerning Vehicle 
Inspection Items, Procedure, and Requirements 

3. Amendments to 37 TAC Section 36.16, concerning Renewal of Certificate of 
Registration 

4. Amendments to 37 TAC Section 36.31 and Section 36.36, concerning Practice 
by Certificate Holders and Reporting Requirements 

5. Amendments to 37 TAC Sections 36.52, 36.56, and 36.60, concerning 
Disciplinary Procedures and Administrative Procedures 

Chief of Driver License Division, Skyler Hearn – asked permission to post items 1 and 2 in the 
Texas Register.  A motion was made by Commissioner Leon to approve, and seconded by 
Commissioner Pulliam.  The motion carried. 
 
Renearl Bowie, Chief of Regulatory Services – Asked for approval of items 3, 4, 5, and 6 to be 
posted in the Texas Registry. 
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G. Review, discussion and possible action regarding Public Safety Commission’s 
advice and consent role under Texas Government Code 411.005(b) and Public 
Safety Commission role regarding management team positions under Texas 
Government Code 411.0071. Executive Session is anticipated on this item for 
purposes of consultation with legal counsel. 

 
H. Review, discussion and possible action regarding petition for rulemaking seeking 

revision of 37 Tex. Admin. Code § 3.23. Executive Session is anticipated on this 
item for purposes of consultation with legal counsel. 

 
 

I. Intelligence Threat Briefing (Clearance Required – Executive Session Expected) 
Handled in Executive Session. 
 

VII. ONGOING BUSINESS 

A. Report, discussion, and possible adoption of the following previously published 
rules: 
1. Amendments to 37 TAC Section 15.49, concerning Proof of Domicile 
2. New 37 TAC Section 15.167 and Section 15.168, concerning Driver 

Responsibility Program 
Skyler Hearn – Chief of Driver License Division – We received no comments on these two 
postings in the Texas Register.  I ask the commission to adopt. 
 

B. Update report, discussion and possible action regarding recruitment 
Sonya Garcia, Chief of Education, Training and Research Division – Reported that 86 recruits from the 
160th C-17 Recruit Class will graduate and become commissioned officers tomorrow morning at 10:00 
at Great Hills Church. 
 
The D-17 class currently has 103 recruits, and is scheduled to graduate on December 22, 2017. 
 
We have 2,015 applicants for our A-18 class which will begin on January 7, 2018.  Our B-18 class also 
has over 2,000 applicants so far. 

 
C. Report, discussion, and possible action regarding the appointment, promotion, 

ratification, employment, evaluation, reassignment, duties, discipline, or dismissal 
of a member of the Department or Commission management team 

D. Report, discussion, and possible action regarding ongoing criminal investigations 
pursuant to Government Code § 411.0041 (Executive Session anticipated) 

Skyler Hearn – Chief of Driver License Division – We received no comments on this posting in the 
Texas Register. 
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VIII. REPORTS 

A. Commission member reports and discussion 
B. Finance Report 
C. Chief Auditors Office 
D. Division status reports on activities and action 

 
Nothing further to report. 
 
 

IX. CONSENT ITEMS 

All of the following items may be enacted with one motion. These items are typically 
self-explanatory or have been previously considered by the Commission. There will 
be no separate discussion of these items unless a commissioner so requests. 
A. Advice and consent regarding director’s determination that a certain probationary 

employee was found unsuitable for work during June 2017 
B. Discussion and possible action on appointments of Special Rangers and Special 

Texas Rangers pursuant to Government Code Chapter 411, Secs. 411.023 & 
411.024: Special Rangers: Christopher D. Brannen, Waylon J. Bullard, Stephen 
Crossley, Phillip C. Jones, Robert R. Lindley, Perry K. Lorance, Basilio Martinez 
Jr., Richard B. Ray, Ronald R. Snow, Macky T. Wallace, James F. Woodall Jr.; 
Special Texas Rangers:  Earl R. Pearson, Gerald A. Villalobos 

C. Donations: 
1. Additional donation items, as needed 

A motion was made and seconded to approve Items A-C in the Consent Items. 
Motion Carried. 
 

X. ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA 
Nothing mentioned. 
 

XI. DATE FOR FUTURE MEETING 

Any discharge hearings will be scheduled on October 11, 2017, and the regular Public 
Safety Commission meeting is scheduled for October 12, 2017. 

The next Public Safety Commission Meeting is scheduled for October 12, 2017. 
 

XII. ADJOURN INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION 

(If required) to consult with legal counsel regarding pending or contemplated litigation 
or settlement offers or to receive legal advice on items posted on this agenda; 
deliberation regarding real estate matters; consideration of any other items authorized 
by law, including personnel matters, the director’s action of discharging employees as 
identified in this agenda; ongoing criminal investigations 
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The Public Safety Commission adjourned to executive session at 1:02 pm. 
 
 

XIII. ADJOURN 

The Commission may take items out of the order in which they are posted on this 
agenda. Also, an item that has been adopted, passed upon, delayed or tabled for a 
later meeting may be considered or reconsidered at the same meeting. 
The Public Safety Commission may meet and discuss in Executive Session and have 
action taken in an Open Meeting where required on the following items: 
Government Code Sec. 551.071  Consultation and deliberation with legal counsel 
about pending or contemplated litigation or a settlement offer, or on a matter where the 
Commissioners seek the advice of their attorney as privileged communications under 
the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct of the State Bar of Texas, and to 
discuss the Open Meetings Act and the Administrative Procedures Act with their 
attorney 

Government Code Sec. 551.074  Appointment, employment, evaluation, reassignment, 
duties, discipline or dismissal of director, assistant director, and persons appointed to 
management team positions pursuant to Govt. Code Sec. 411.0071 Government Code 
Sec. 551.076 Deliberations about security audits, security devices, including deployment 
and implementation of security personnel and devices Government Code Chapter 411, 
Sec. 411.0041 Ongoing criminal investigations Government Code Sec. 551.072 
Deliberation of the purchase, exchange, lease, or value of real property, if deliberation in 
an open meeting would have a detrimental effect on the position of the government body 
in negotiations with a third person Government Code Sec. 551.073  Deliberation of a 
negotiated contract for a prospective gift or donation to the state or the governmental 
body if deliberation in an open meeting would have a detrimental effect on the position of 
the governmental body in negotiations with a third person 
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