Public Safety Commission Meeting
June 16, 2016 10:00 a.m.
6100 Guadalupe, Building E Austin, TX 78752
Summary

(This report represents a summary of events of the meeting,
and is not a complete nor an exact transcript of testimony.)
The Public Safety Commission will convened as posted to consider and take formal action, if necessary, on the
following agenda items:
I.
CALL TO ORDER
10:04 am – Chairwoman Cynthia Leon called the meeting to order. In attendance: Chairwoman Cindy Leon,
Faith Johnson, Steven Mach, Randy Watson and Manny Flores. A quorum was present. Also present were,
Director Steve McCraw, Deputy Director David Baker, Deputy Director Robert “Duke” Bodisch, and General
Counsel Phil Adkins.

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion was made to approve the minutes from the April 14,, 2016 PSC Meeting. Motion carried.
I.
PUBLIC COMMENT
(Members of the public wishing to address the Commission are subject to a time limit of 5 minutes and must
complete a Public Comment Registration Card located at the entry. Should a member of the public bring an item
to the Commission for which the subject was not posted on the agenda of the meeting, state law provides that
the Commission may receive the information but cannot act upon it at the meeting. The Commission may direct

staff to contact the requestor or request that the issue be placed on a future agenda for discussion.)
Chair Cindy Leon stated that there was a request to address the Commission.
Kevin Lawrence, Executive Director of the Texas Municipal Police Association (TMPA), and founding member
of the Texas Law Enforcement Counsel (TLEC) stated that he came to the meeting to thank the PSC and DPS
for their participation in this year’s Texas Peace Oﬃcers Memorial ceremony downtown near the capitol. Since 1999, the Texas
Peace Oﬃcers Memorial has held a ceremony every two years to
honor fallen oﬃcers across the state. In recent years, the memorial
has fallen into dis-repair, and all of their funding came from public
donations. Three Texas chapters of COPS (Concerns of Police
Survivors) came together with other aﬃliated members of TLEC to
hold fundraisers and bring the Memorial wall to good repair. The
Texas Department of Public Safety has never been a participant in
this event. Last year, after asking several of the TLEC members,
including Gary Chandler of DPSOA why that was, no one seemed
to know the answer. So Gary Chandler arranged for me to meet
with Director Steve McCraw. I asked him why DPS did not participate in the TPOM event, and he said it was because they had
never been invited to do so. So, I asked him, and Director McCraw said that they would be glad to be a participant. Mr. Lawrence went on to thank Director McCraw and the PSC for helping
to make this year’s Texas Peace Oﬃcers Memorial what many described as “the best event ever”. DPS provided a color guard, a pipe and drum corps, and other participants to help dress up the event, which was held for
the first time in an even number year. Mr. Lawrence also thanked Commander Jose Ortiz at the capitol for his
support and participation. The Texas Police Oﬃcers Memorial will continue to be held annually, to ensure that
survivors of fallen oﬃcers will never have to wait two years or more to have their loved ones to be honored and
have their names added to the wall.
Director McCraw stated that it was a privilege to be a participant in the event and plans to continue to do so.

Presentations
Director Steve McCraw – Made the following presentations: (See Service Awards at the end of this summary)
(DPSOA thanks the DPS Media and Communications Oﬃce for the following report regarding the Awards.)

DPS Recognizes Outstanding Employees, Texans
AUSTIN – The Texas Public Safety Commission (PSC) and Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS) Director
Steven McCraw presented four Medals of Valor, three Purple Hearts and four Director’s Awards to current and
retired employees, as well as officers from other agencies and a civilian for their exemplary service and courageous actions. The Medal of Valor is the highest award presented by the department.
“Keeping our communities safe depends on the shared efforts of law enforcement and Texas residents, and today
DPS is proud to honor these outstanding individuals who truly take that sentiment to heart,” said Director McCraw. “Each of these award recipients embody what it means to protect and serve, and the state of Texas appreciates their willingness and dedication to help others.”

The following awards were presented today:
• Sgt. Gregg Castillo, Texas Rangers SWAT in Austin; Trooper Hector Gonzalez, Highway Patrol in Mission; Special Agent Leo Sanchez, Criminal Investigations Division in Weslaco; Special Agent Steve West,
Criminal Investigations Division in Corpus Christi, all received a Medal of Valor. In addition, Edinburg
Police Department Assistant Chief
Oscar Trevino and Lieutenant Orlando Garcia each received a Director’s
Award. On July 22, 2014, La Joya
Police were tipped off that a capital
murder suspect was located at a La
Joya residence. When La Joya Police
Department and Edinburg Police Department officers arrived, the suspect
began shooting at officers from inside
the residence. Edinburg officers
Garcia and Roberto Vallejo were both
wounded. While Vallejo was incapacitated and still in the line of fire,
DPS’ Gonzalez and Sanchez along with Edinburg Police Department officers Garcia and Trevino provided
cover and moved Vallejo to safety. The suspect then barricaded himself in the residence. After several hours,
the suspect exited the residence and again fired at officers. At
that point, DPS’ West and Castillo exchanged gunfire with the
suspect, who died at the scene.
• Trooper Tim Keele, Highway Patrol in Paris, received a
Purple Heart. While on patrol Sept. 21, 2015, in Lamar County, Keele observed a suspicious person sitting on the concrete
barrier in the middle of Loop 286. When Keele made contact
with the suspect on the property of a nearby hospital, the man
became belligerent and a struggle ensued. Keele subsequently
deployed his Taser, but it was ineffective; and the man again
attacked Keele, dislocating the Trooper’s shoulder. Fearing for
his life, Keele shot the suspect, who died at the scene.

• Retired Agent David Hammonds and Retired
Agent Jeffrey Mitchel each received a Purple
Heart. On August 16, 1980, DPS Narcotics
Agents Hammonds and Mitchel were working
in an undercover capacity in Houston when they
were approached by a man who offered to sell
them a large quantity of amphetamines. The suspect then lured the agents to a parking lot under

the pretense of showing the agents the drugs. While
in the parking lot, the suspect produced a revolver
that he pointed at the agents, who then identified
themselves as officers. The suspect ultimately fired his
weapon injuring both Mitchel and Hammonds and
then fled to avoid apprehension.

• Richard Barnett received a Director’s Award for
his efforts to assist a DPS Trooper. During a traffic
stop on March 19, 2016, Trooper Gary Reed attempted to arrest a driver who was suspected of being
intoxicated. The driver resisted arrest and struggled
with Reed. The struggle was still underway several
minutes later when Barnett, a nearby resident, approached the scene to offer assistance. Barnett helped
the Trooper control and handcuff the driver.
• Garland Police Department Officer Gregory
Stevens received a Director’s Award. On May 3, 2015,

Stevens and an unarmed Garland Independent
School District (GISD) security officer were working
outside the Curtis Caldwell Center during a scheduled event when a vehicle drove up. The occupants
of the vehicle exited their vehicle and began firing at
the two officers, wounding the GISD security officer.
Stevens returned fire and wounded both suspects,
who then attempted to obtain additional weapons
from their vehicle. Garland SWAT officers responded to assist, ultimately killing the attackers. It was
later determined that the heavily armed attackers
were domestic sympathizers of a foreign terrorist
organization known as the Islamic State and had driven from Arizona to stage a mass-casualty attack.
In addition to the awards above, the FBI National Data Exchange (N-DEx) Program Office presented the department
with the Excellence in Information Sharing Award, which
recognizes individuals and agencies for their accomplishments
in information sharing. The award highlights a September
2015 incident involving DPS Intelligence and Counterterrorism analysts who were preparing to add a fugitive to the Texas
10 Most Wanted List. Before adding the fugitive to the list, the

analysts searched the N-DEx system first and obtained information that ultimately led to the fugitive’s apprehension.
A.
Border Prosecutor Unit – Case Update
Director Steve McCraw introduced prosecutors from the Border Patrol Prosecutor Unit tarted in 2009. They
told the Commissioners that they are very hands on and partner
with DPS and other law enforcement agencies around the state. It
is easy to add additional peace oﬃcers to the streets if you have
the budget, but that puts an additional burden on prosecutors
around the state.
Rene Pena proceeded to describe scenarios that the BPU have
been able to mitigate the overwhelming caseload the results from
increased law enforcement activity. A great deal of our work is
done in cartel related crimes of traﬃcking ofboth drugs and humans.
BPU is grant funded. In 2009 when we first met with DPS, the prosecutors sat on one
side of the room, and DPS sat on the other side. That is just the way the relationship
was at that time. Everything has changed since them. We have always had local relationships with troopers, but today those
connections are more pervasive throughout the agency. Current funding provides
10 attorneys co-located
Texas Anti-Gang Units (TAGs) have been
very successful and I believe they will be
expanded.
The prosecutors presented several cased demonstrating the successes that they have had against border crime. Carlos Costilla explained how an operation in Falfurrias would never have
been possible without the resources and assistance of DPS. Our
jurisdictions are just too small and underfunded. Because of where we are located, we have
significant criminal activity in our communities.
Through the network connections that DPS
opened the doors to and their resources, we were
uncovering money movement to know terrorist
countries. By sharing the information through
these information networks, we were uncovering
activities all around the state and even in other
states. None of this activity would ever have
been uncovered without this cooperation.
Marty Villa started her career as a border prosecutor. Our operation would never have been
possible without being imbedded and having the
cooperation with DPS. We ended with 16 arrests
and 140 counts of corruption and other charges.

The case had to do with stolen vehicle registration blanks.
Director McCraw returned the kudos for a job well done. He
said that we heard about a few specific successes, but the success of this initiative is much more pervasive and widespread.
We also are excited about this close relationship and the successes that have stemmed from it.
B.
Update on Recent Legislative Testimony
Director Steve McCraw – we have had several meetings and
the key item that comes up over and over is that the legislature

is looking for outcome based metrics upon
which they can make informed decisions.
Starr County and Hidalgo County are the
epicenter of traﬃcking and criminal activity.
But there is also substantial activity in other
counties. As we secure counties zone by zone,
we see the activity being pushed out of those
areas and increasing in other areas. This
slide shows a comparison of data sets between
2014 and 2016. The only outstanding request
that we have right now from the legislature
is for additional data from Starr County. We
have an upcoming presentation before the
Homeland Security Committee to discuss
border Security.
II.
NEW BUSINESS
A.
Report, discussion, and possible action on the 2018-2019 Legislative Appropriations Request including
Exceptional Items and Changes to Appropriation Riders
CFO Susie Whittenton – We have asked to table this item since the LBB hasn’t outlined their requests. We expect to have the report to the LBB after August 25. We are waiting to hear back from them.
B.
Report, discussion, and possible action on the following rule proposals for publication to receive public
comment:
Assistant Director Renearl Bowie – Regulatory Services – AD Bowie explained to the commissioners the reason
behind the need for the rule changes.
1.
Amendments to 37 TAC Sections 23.1, 23.3, and 23.5, concerning Vehicle Inspection Station and Vehicle
Inspector Certification
Motion made and seconded to approve for publication the amendments. Carried.
2.
Amendments to 37 TAC Section 23.41 and Section 23.42 concerning Vehicle Inspection Items, Procedures, and Requirements
Motion made and seconded to approve for publication the amendments. Carried.
3.
Amendments to 37 TAC Section 23.62, concerning Violations and Penalty Schedule
Motion made and seconded to approve for publication the amendments. Carried.
4.
Repeal of 37 TAC Section 23.82, concerning Acceptance of Out-of-State Vehicle Inspection Certificates
Motion made and seconded to approve for publication this repeal. Carried.

5.
New 37 TAC Sections 23.91 – 23.94, concerning Military Service Members, Veterans, and Spouses – Special Conditions
Motion made and seconded to approve for publication this rule having to do with exemption from deadlines and
expirations while service mem bers are deployed. Carried.
6.
Amendments to 37 TAC Section 27.1, concerning Right of Review
Assistant Director Skyler Hearne explained the amendments to the rule for publication.
Motion made and seconded to approve for publication. Carried.
C.
Intelligence Threat Briefing (Clearance Required – Executive Session Expected)
Handled in Executive Session
III.
ONGOING BUSINESS
Reports, discussion and possible action regarding the following:
A.
Report, discussion, and possible adoption of the following previously published rules:
1.
Amendments to 37 TAC Sections 2.1, 2.2, 2.7, 2.8, and 2.13, concerning Capitol Access Pass
Assistant Director Renearl Bowie – Regulatory Services – AD Bowie explained to the commissioners the reason
behind the need for the rules 1 and 2.
2.
Simultaneous repeal of 37 TAC Sections 19.21 – 19.29, concerning Texas Ignition Interlock Device Regulations and proposed new Chapter 10, concerning Ignition Interlock Device
3.
Amendments to 37 TAC Section 15.172, concerning Issuance by Counties
Assistant Director Joe Peters – Drivers License Division – Explained that the program is successful and expanding. We received no comments on items A3 and A4.
Motion made and seconded to approve and pass the amendments. Carried.
4.
4.Amendments to 37 TAC Section 18.4, concerning Examinations Administered by a Driver Education
School or Parent Taught Driver Education Course Provider
Motion made and seconded to approve these amendments. The motion carried.
B.
Update report, discussion and possible action regarding recruitment
Assistant Director Frank Woodall, Education, Training and Research – As you all know, tomorrow we will graduate and commission 123 new troopers. The B-16 class is the largest class that we have had beginning on July
10 with 167 recruits. Our C-16 Class will begin on September 11, and currently has 117 with 243 still in the
process. It will be smaller than the B-16 class.
We are accepting applications for the A-17, B-17, and C-17 classes, and will post D-17 and E-17 in July. This
will be the first time that we will start 5 schools in one year. We have already outlined starting and graduation
dates for the classes of 2017, 2018, and 2019, which will carry into 2020, and we will be proposing those to the
Director for review next week.
Commissioner Mach asked if DPS has the capacity to handle this many classes with their overlaps. AD Woodall responded that while we are straining our capacity and instruction staff, we are confident that we will be
able to handle the numbers. Renovations on the dorm continue. Females are currently housed on the 3rd floor
which has 46 beds. If we only have 20 females, we are still using 46 beds. They will be moved to the 5th floor
once remodeling is complete, freeing up significant space. Still, we anticipate that 11 recruits from the C-16
class will be housed in hotels

C.
Report, discussion, and possible action by the Commission regarding modification and transformation of
the DPS organizational structure approval of personnel placements and salaries pursuant to Government Code
chapter 411, Secs. 411.005, 411.006 and 411.0071
D.
Report, discussion, and possible action regarding the appointment, promotion, ratification, employment,
evaluation, reassignment, duties, discipline, or dismissal of a member of the Department or Commission management team
E.
Report, discussion, and possible action regarding ongoing criminal investigations pursuant to Government Code § 411.0041 (Executive Session anticipated)
Handled in Executive Session
IV.
REPORTS
A.
Commission member reports and discussion
B.
Finance Report
C.
Chief Auditors Office
D.
Division status reports on activities and action
Nothing to add to the submitted reports.
V.
CONSENT ITEMS
All of the following items may be enacted with one motion. These items are typically self-explanatory or have
been previously considered by the Commission. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a
commissioner so requests.
A.
Advice and consent regarding Director’s determination that certain probationary employees were found
unsuitable for work during April and May 2016
B.
Discussion and possible action on appointments of Special Rangers and Special Texas Rangers pursuant
to Government Code Chapter 411, Secs. 411.023 & 411.024: Special Rangers: Chris L. Allen, Lee Ann Groves,
Archibald Harben III, Lacie G. Kirk, Ralph C. Meyer, Ronnie D. Miller, Jeffrey S. Mitchel, James W. Morgan,
Brian C. Petree, William M. Stewart, Scott T. Woolery; Special Texas Rangers: Ronny M. Griffith
C.
Donations:
1.
Fitness Equipment – Region 1 – Highway Patrol
2.
Additional donation items, as needed
Chairman Leon asked if there were any red flags hidden among the Consent Items. She was assured that there
were none.
A motion to approve the consent items was made and seconded. The motion to approve carried.
VI.

ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA

VII. DATE FOR FUTURE MEETING
Any discharge hearings will be scheduled on August 24, 2016, and the regular Public Safety Commission meeting is scheduled for August 25, 2016.
After discussion, no changes were made to the prosed dates for the discharge hearing nor the PSC Meeting.
VIII. ADJOURN INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION
Chairman Cynthia Leon adjourned the meeting to go to Executive Session at 12:39 pm.
(If required) to consult with legal counsel regarding pending or contemplated litigation or settlement offers or to
receive legal advice on items posted on this agenda; deliberation regarding real estate matters; consideration of
any other items authorized by law, including personnel matters, the Director’s action of discharging employees as

identified in this agenda; ongoing criminal investigations
IX.
ADJOURN
The Commission may take items out of the order in which they are posted on this agenda. Also, an item that has
been adopted, passed upon, delayed or tabled for a later meeting may be considered or reconsidered at the same
meeting.
The Public Safety Commission may meet and discuss in Executive Session and have action taken in an Open
Meeting where required on the following items:
Government Code Sec. 551.071 Consultation and deliberation with legal counsel about pending or contemplated litigation or a settlement offer, or on a matter where the Commissioners seek the advice of their attorney as
privileged communications under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct of the State Bar of Texas,
and to discuss the Open Meetings Act and the Administrative Procedures Act with their attorney
Government Code Sec. 551.074 Appointment, employment, evaluation, reassignment, duties, discipline or
dismissal of director, assistant director, and persons appointed to management team positions pursuant to Govt.
Code Sec. 411.0071
Government Code Sec. 551.076 Deliberations about security audits, security devices, including deployment and
implementation of security personnel and devices Government Code Chapter 411, Sec. 411.0041 Ongoing criminal investigations Government Code Sec. 551.072 Deliberation of the purchase, exchange, lease, or value of real
property, if deliberation in an open meeting would have a detrimental effect on the position of the government
body in negotiations with a third person Government Code Sec. 551.073 Deliberation of a negotiated contract
for a prospective gift or donation to the state or the governmental body if deliberation in an open meeting would
have a detrimental effect on the position of the governmental body in negotiations with a third person
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35 Year Service Awards

